The ascendency of the politics of Thatcherism and the retreat of the post-war consensus surely represents one of the most significant ideological and political shifts of the past century, the social and economic reverberations of which continue to be felt today. Yet one aspect of this which has perhaps been somewhat overlooked is the waning of the progressive tradition in the Conservative
truth in relation to the story of the decline of One Nation conservatism, where Thatcherite historiography has permeat W 86). As such, their article is not only a valuable corrective to this tendency, but a very welcome and insightful contribution to the literature on the post-war Conservative Party.
What exactly constitutes One Nation conservatism is, as Dorey and Garnett rightly point out, somewhat disputed. As they note, the moniker is associated most closely with the politics of Benjamin Disraeli in the nineteenth century and the One Nation Group of Conservative MPs formed in the middle of the twentieth, but has been variously deployed by an array of others even by Thatcher herself. Indeed, Stephen Evans (2009, 101) has argued that by interpreting One Nation T -opt at least an element of the tradition for her own purposes. As Philip Norton (2008, 325) (Dorey and Garnett 2015, 82) of the Thatcherite revolution, it is worth being mindful of the risk of defining the One Nation tradition too narrowly, for example, by underplaying the patriotic aspect particularly in relation to its rhetorical appeal (Hayton 2012, 28 29) . While writing from contrasting viewpoints, both Seawright, and Dorey and Garnett, fear that One Nation has been misrepresented they just point the finger of blame in opposing directions. Somewhat ironically this shared concern about historical revisionism prompts them to reach for a similar met " O N B
latter (Dorey and Garnett 2015, 83) . Paradoxically, limiting One Nation to a somewhat statist perspective may risk reinforcing the Thatcherite caricature of it which Dorey and Garnett wish to rebut.
T D G or the decline of One Nation conservatism: changes in the party, events, and demographic change. They persuasively explore how these interrelated factors fatally undermined the progressive wing of the Parliamentary Conservative Party (PCP). This spectacular decline -raises a number of interesting questions. Firstly, was the dominance of the One Nation tradition during the 1945 1964 period something of a historical aberration, facilitated by a unique set of circumstances in the party and more widely that are unlikely to ever be repeated? Secondly, was this form of conservatism descending into a (possibly terminal) spiral of decay even before the advent of Thatcherism? And thirdly, is there any realistic possibility of the resurgence within the party of an ideological viewpoint not so wedded to the virtues of neoliberal marketisation?
As Dorey and Garnett illuminate, in the aftermath of the Second World War a particular set of conditions both within the PCP and more widely coalesced to facilitate the emergence of a crossparty consensus over Keynesian economic management, the desirability of full employment, and the welfare state, with which One Nation conservatism is closely associated (Bochel 2010, 123) . As Dorey and Garnett acknowledge, for a proportion of the party commitment to these policies was merely tactical, and to be tolerated only as long as they delivered electoral success. More vigorously right-wing opinion remained alive and well in the party, evidenced, for example, by the flow of rather un-progressive motions at conference on issues such as corporal punishment, immigration, this reading, One Nation statecraft had been premised on delivering rising prosperity and economic growth capable of sustaining the welfare C competence began to unravel when H 28). As such, the apogee of One Nation politics in the 1950s does standout as something of a historical anomaly and, if not completely extinguished, was certainly in retreat by the late 1960s as the party attempted to modernise. The demise of One Nation conservatism cannot therefore be attributed to the rise of Thatcherism, although the post-1975 era was certainly crucial in confirming its death. Rather, we can see the degeneration of the One Nation statecraft strategy as a precursor to the rise of the New Right.
Whether there is any meaningful prospect of a revival of One Nation politics within the Conservative Party is a debate that periodically reoccurs, the last serious airing taking place following David C D F ample, in his early assessment, Peter Dorey (2007, 162) detected One Nation sentiments in C L of the Opposition, concluding that:
David Cameron has toiled tirelessly during his first year as Conservative leader to reposition P during the 1980s and 1990s. In so doing, he has explicitly eschewed Thatcherism, and effectively apologized for many aspects of it, while explicitly abandoning many of the policies implemented during the Thatcher-Major premierships.
This was a widely held interpretation of the modernisation agenda pursued by Cameron as he 2008 financial crisis. However, as I have argued elsewhere (Hayton 2012), Cameronite conservatism steered within T conceived as neo-Thatcherite rather than anti-Thatcherite or post-Thatcherite. Ca modernisation strategy in opposition was a sustained attempt to detoxify the Conservative but was never designed to radically about the role of the state. This is not to say that there is a dearth of intellectual activity pondering the future direction of the party in Conservative circles, but that much of the most active strands remain very much within the parameters of New Right thinking (Hayton 2014). It is consequently very difficult to foresee a renewal of the One Nation tradition flourishing in the contemporary Conservative Party. While future generations of Conservative politicians will no doubt exploit the beguiling rhetoric of One Nation, as an ideological tradition it has been relegated to the very margins 
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